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2008 was the year of the great crises — the year
when the food crisis, oil crisis, climate crisis and
financial crisis set the daily agenda.

The crises feed each other and require answers
that are equally interlinked.

When the financial crisis accelerated in the fall of
2008, it removed focus from the climate crisis. But
it soon became apparent that the two crises are
interconnected and must be addressed concurrent-
ly. In fact, the same goes for all the global crises
ahead of us — poverty, chronic diseases, water
scarcity, food shortage etc.

Monday Morning has charted seven of the world’s
largest crises and their mutual interaction. The pur-
pose has been to give societies’ decision makers
— Monday Morning’s readers — insight into the chal-
lenges confronting them. As it emerges from the
last chapter in this “Risk and Opportunity Report
2009”, the seven challenges all depend on leader-
ship. The world needs leaders with the necessary
understanding of the anatomy of these crises, and
the necessary courage to develop the required
solutions. This needs to happen soon. We are
about to run out of time.

While 2008 was the major crisis year, 2009 should
be the year when the major solutions are identified
and revealed. 2009 is not just the last chance for
finding a solution to the climate challenges. The
climate problems can not be solved in isolation. It
is now that we should lay the foundations for the
strategies that will pave the way for a real, new
world order, built on sustainable and long term
solutions for the planet’s greatest challenges.

There have been enough declarations of intent in

the last decade. 2009 should and must be about
concrete answers, otherwise we risk going beyond
the tipping point where it is no longer us that con-
trols future developments, but vice versa.

With its “Risk & Opportunity Report 2009” Monday
Morning hopes to challenge and inspire societies’
leaders to develop new solutions, so that 2009

will be remembered as the year in which the risk
and crisis society was transformed into a new inno-
vation society.

Erik Rasmussen,
CEO and editor in chief Monday Morning
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